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Friends of Pinchot State Park December 2015 

Happy Birthday Gifford 
Pinchot! 
By Sally Ray, FOPSP Treasurer 

On Sunday, October 11, Gifford Pinchot's 
150th birthday was celebrated at Gifford Pinchot 
State Park.   The celebration included a birthday 
cake, tree crafts for children, the unveiling of a 
wayside informational panel in the Conewago 
Day Use Area depicting the legacy of Gifford 
Pinchot, a talk by Park Manager Bob Deffner on 
the significance of Pinchot’s contributions not 
just to Pennsylvania, but to the nation, and the 

(Continued on page 3) 

Pinchotween 2016 
By Beth Kepley-McNutt, Park Naturalist 

Ahhh, Pinchotween! Actually, the 10th annu-
al Pinchotween! The sound of dry leaves rus-
tling, decorated pumpkins, kids laughing, the 
smell of a bonfire…brings back memories of be-
ing a kid at Halloween.  

In 2015, the family-friendly Halloween event 
was celebrated on October 17th. In the afternoon, 
over 235 visitors enjoyed various crafts (which 
included make-your-own plush pumpkin and 
ghost, and Halloween finger print critters), a 
bean bag toss, bobbing 
for apples, a nature 
scavenger hunt and 
pumpkin decorating 
at the nature/
interpretive center in 
the Conewago Day 
Use area. This part of 
the day was open to 
the public…for any-
one to come out and join in the fun!  

For those who were camping with us, an or-
ganized Trick-or-Treat route was set up so kids 
could safely go from campsite to campsite, hope-
fully seeking out more treats than tricks! This 
year, over 350 guests participated in Trick-or-
Treat, with over 100 campsites adorned with 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Planting of swamp white oak tree at 
Conewago Day Use Area. 

...Most species of oaks (genus 
Quercus) take about 50 years 
before producing acorns? 
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January 1, 2016 @ 1:00pm 
Main Building of Conewago Day Use Area 

FIRST DAY HIKE 

www.friendsofpinchot.org Friends of Pinchot State Park - Page 2 

The Barton family, from New Cumberland, won 1st place for Pinchotween’s best-decorated campsite. 

Kick off the New Year with an easy to mod-
erate walk led by the park naturalist and Friends 
of Pinchot volunteers. We will walk approxi-
mately 1.5 miles in the Conewago Day Use area. 

This is a free program, and pre-registration is 
not required, but highly encouraged. The walk 
will begin promptly at 1:00 pm. Be sure to dress 
for the weather, with layers for comfort, 
warmth, and to stay dry. 

Hot apple cider and snacks will be available 
after the hike. Bring your own water bottle and/
or snacks as desired. If you have questions, 
please call the park office at (717) 432-5011 or 
email ekepley-mc@pa.gov. ■ 

Halloween decorations. Judging took place for 
“best costume” in various age ranges and “best 
decorated campsite”. The Barton Family, from 
New Cumberland, PA, won first place in the 
campsite decorating contest, and the Marinucci 
Family, from Wilmington, DE, won second 
place.  

After Trick-or-Treat, park staff set the bonfire 
ablaze on the lake shore beach area at bathhouse 
#7 in the campground. Snacks were provided 
and donated by the Friends of Pinchot and 
campground guests. Families spent time around 
the fire, until bedtime beckoned. As the last of 
the bonfire flames faded out, everyone knew 
they will have to wait another year to again ex-
perience the family-fun that is Pinchotween at 
Pinchot Park! ■ 

Pinchotween 2016 
(Continued from page 1) 
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FRIENDS OF PINCHOT STATE PARK 
2016 Annual Membership Application 
Make checks payable to: PPFF 

(include FOPSP on the memo line) 

Mail form with payment to: Friends of Pinchot State Park, 2200 
Rosstown Road, Lewisberry, PA 17339. 
o NEW MEMBERSHIP        o RENEWAL 

Name(s) ________________________________________  

Street __________________________________________  

City ____________________________________________  

State/Zip Code _______________________________________  

Phone ______________________________________________  

Email___________________________________________  
  o  I would like to receive my newsletter via email. 

  o  I am interested in volunteering. 

All members receive the Pinchot Eagle newsletter and discounts on 
souvenir T-shirts. New members receive a Friends of Pinchot State Park 

bumper sticker (while supplies last). 

Friends of Pinchot State Park was formed in March 2009 as a chapter of the 
Pennsylvania Parks and Forests Foundation (PPFF). The PPFF is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization. Contributions to PPFF are tax deductible to the fullest extent of 
the law. The official registration of the Pennsylvania Parks and Forests Foundation 
may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll free 
within Pennsylvania 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement. 

Memberships are for one year, June 1 through May 31. 

__ Senior (age 62+) $10.00 
__ Individual   $15.00 
__ Family   $25.00 
__ Damselfly Sponsor 
     (Family)  $50.00 
__ Dragonfly Sponsor 
     (Family)  $100.00 

__ Corporate  $250.00+ 
__  I’d like to make a 

tax-deductible 
contribution of $________ 

TOTAL $ ______________  

planting of a swamp white oak and a black 
gum tree near the wayside in Pinchot’s memory.  

 Among those in attendance were the Secre-
tary of Pennsylvania’s Department of Conserva-
tion and Natural Resources, Cindy Dunn; 
DCNR’s Deputy Secretary of Parks and Forests, 
John Norbeck; Assistant Regional Park Manager, 
Frank Nanna; and the Park Operations Manager 
of Gifford Pinchot State Park, Robert Deffner.   

The celebration was made possible in part 
by a generous dona-
tion from the Penn-
Cumberland Garden 
Club to the Friends of 
Pinchot State Park that 
funded the tree plant-
ing and cake. The 
funding will also cover 
the purchase of addi-
tional native trees to 
plant in the spring, 
further honoring 
Pinchot’s legacy of 
conservation. ■ 

Happy Birthday Gifford Pinchot 
(Continued from page 1) 

2200 Rosstown Road 
Lewisberry, PA 17339 

(717) 432-5011 
Email: FOPSP@aol.com 

 

ADVISORY BOARD 
Chairman 
Jim Merlino 

Co-Chairman 
Ted Prindle 
Treasurer 
Sally Ray 
Secretary 

Betsy Leppo 
Board Members 

Dean Gibbons 
Jim Grove 

Kevin Merlino 
Pat Sabold 

Steve Stroman 
Park Representative 
Beth Kepley-McNutt 

This volunteer advisory board is 
dedicated to preserving, protect
ing  and  enhancing  the  natural 
and  recreational  resources  of 
Gifford  Pinchot  State  Park  for 
present and future generations. 

Friends of Pinchot State Park is a 
chapter  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Parks  and  Forests  Foundation 
(PPFF). The PPFF is a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit  organization.  Contri
butions are  tax  deductible  to  the 
fullest extent of the law.  

The Pinchot Eagle is published three times a 
year.  The  Friends  of  Pinchot  State  Park 
reserve all publication decisions.  

NL-15 

Find us on Twitter at: 
https://twitter.com/FriendsPinchot  

@FriendsPinchot 

Pictured on the left, DCNR Secretary Cindy Adams Dunn, 
helps to plant a black gum tree as part of Gifford Pinchot’s 

Birthday Celebration. 

A winter report, showing 
snow and ice conditions, 

can be found at: 
http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/

stateparks/winter-report/ 
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